


POINT REYES CASE: LESSONS LEARNED

1. Timing and issue framing often prove crucial.

2. Coalitions and converts measurably improve prospects.

3. Policy “victories” are difficult to sustain over time.

4. Local groups can gain precedents empowering national 
efforts—creating a “tipping point”.
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1. quadrupled federal funds for Point Reyes land acquisition 

and reopened the US Land and Water Conservation Fund.

2. Cape Cod and Point Reyes led to establishment of eleven 

more national seashores by 1975.

3. proposal for 28,000 acres grew to encompass dozens of sites 

and more than 160,000 acres around the San Francisco Bay.

4. SF Bay Area pro-PRNS grassroots groups grew into national 

organizations of exponentially greater capacity.

5. PRNS helped fuel a national movement that produced a 

landmark environmental protection laws.

6. PRNS fight helped flip California delegation to deep blue.

7.   Culmination was 1978 omnibus “park barrel” bill pushed by 

San Francisco’s Rep. Phil Burton, funding NPS projects in more 

than 140 congressional districts across the country.

Tipping  Point











 

Source: Congressional Research Services, Dated August 13, 2010 (http://crs.ncseonline.org/NLE/CRSreports/10Sep/RL33531.pdf) 
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